
Recent Reviews About This Series ...

Bible Series Grades EE–6
3rd Edition

Available
Now

The visual aids are beautifully illustrated and include a paraphrased version of 
the Bible truth on the back that is easy to understand and short enough to keep 
little ones’ attention. The teacher edition is easy to use and each lesson includes 
suggestions for worship time, listening time, and follow-up activities that are 
developmentally appropriate. There are more options than I ever use, but I love 
having so many from which to choose. I also appreciate having a weekly parent 
letter to send home with my preschoolers so that families know what is being 
covered and can reinforce the Bible truths at home. Thank you, PDP, for 
designing a program that is purposeful!
                   J. Bitely, Oceana Christian School
       Hart, MI

Introduce Students to the 

Greatest Truth of All!

Spark children’s joy of experiencing God’s Word with 
familiar Bible truths. This series provides multiple opportunities 
for students to choose to follow Jesus and develop a personal 

relationship with Him. Students will learn how to apply biblical truth 
to their lives as they memorize Scripture and learn about Christlike 
character. Compatible with any translation, this series can tie in to 

your chapel program and provide cross-curricular connections. 

STUDENT EDITION

TEACHER EDITION

731 Chapel Hills Dr.
Colorado Springs, CO 80920

1-800-367-0798
purposefuldesign.com

®

A Division of ACSI

®

A Division of ACSI



Supplemental Materials
Include:
•	Blackline masters
•	Digital masters
•	Chapel programs
•	Visual Aids (EE–Grade 2)
•	8-12 PowerPoint presentations 
   for Grades 1–6
•	Music and lyrics (EE–Grade 2)

The Purposeful Design Publications Bible series is designed 
so children recognize that ultimate truth is found in God’s Word. 
Therefore, we refer to the stories and events in the Bible as biblical 
TRUTHS.  

Overarching Themes
•	 God loves everyone
•	 God’s Word is truth
•	 Everyone needs to come to a saving faith in Jesus
•	 Bible study, prayer, and worship are tools for spiritual growth
•	 Christlike behavior, a Christian worldview, evangelism, missions, 
    stewardship, service, and apologetics are applications of spiritual growth

Components of the Series

Student Edition
•	Scripture memory
•	Real-life application questions 
•	Meaningful student activities
•	Glossary (Grades 2–6)
•	Bible journal (Grades 3–6)

Teacher Edition (print or e-book)
•	34 week-long lessons that follow Bible chronology
•	Embedded student pages for easy reference
•	Separate lessons for Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
   and Easter
•	Eleven-foot, full-color Bible timeline (Grades K–6)
•	Visual Aids and their corresponding biblical truth 
   included in the back of the book

Connect Students to God’s Larger Story
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Introduction 
Hold up the cluster of grapes so that all students can see it. Display 
DM-7 Vine and Branches. Explain that the cluster of grapes came from a 
vine similar to what is on DM-7. Ask students if the cluster of grapes that 
you brought will grow and continue to live. (No.) Affi  rm that they have 
answered correctly. Grapes will not grow or live without the rooted section, 
the vine, to which they are attached. As you point out the various parts of 
the grapevine on DM-7, explain that the vine, branches, leaves, and grapes 
are all parts of the same living plant. God has designed each part of the 
grapevine to do a special job for the plant. Each leaf takes in sunlight and 
makes sugar for the plant. Each branch carries the sugar and water to the 
grapes and the leaves. Th e vine keeps the plant in place, holds the branches 
up, and carries water, sugar, and other nutrients to various parts of the 
plant. Th e vine produces the grapes that appear on the branches.

Teach students the song “Right to My Heart” from the Grade 1 URL.

Directed Instruction  
Explain that when Jesus wanted to teach a lesson, He often talked about 
common things with which His listeners would be familiar, such as 
grapevines. Jesus used the ordinary things to help the people understand 
more about God. In today’s Bible truth, Jesus compares Himself to a 
grapevine. Read the following Bible truth: 

During His time on Earth, Jesus chose 12 men to be His disciples. Th e 
word disciple means a follower. Th e disciples followed Jesus to the places 
where He was teaching the people. Th e disciples listened to Jesus as He 
taught God’s truth, and they followed Jesus’ example by helping others.

Jesus had a close relationship with His disciples. He told them, “I am 
like a vine and you, My friends, are like branches. A branch can only 
grow when it is joined to the vine. You will grow in faith and be able 
to do wonderful things to help many people when you listen to My 
words, copy My actions, and follow My directions for your life.”

Direct students’ attention back to the picture of the grapevine on DM-7. 
Circle the vine and remind students that Jesus compared Himself to the 
vine. Ask students to recount who were represented by the branches in 
Jesus’ lesson. (the disciples) 

Th e disciples were like branches because they stayed close to Jesus. When 
Jesus taught the disciples, they took what they learned and put it into 
practice, just like the branches of a grapevine take water and sugar from the 
vine, and grapes are formed.

Jesus told the disciples that they needed to do three things to grow in their 
faith. Ask students to share what those three things were. (listen to what 
He taught them, copy His actions, and follow His directions) Christians 
are to do these same things today. When Christians listen to God’s Word, 
copy His actions, and follow His directions, they are able to do many 

20.1 Following Jesus
Focus: The Vine, the Branches, and the Fruit

John 15:5
 MEMORY VERSE

•  Write the Memory Verse on 
the board and read it with the 
class. Have the students suggest 
motions for each phrase in the 
verse. For example, for I am the 
vine, have students stand up as 
tall as possible. For you are the 
branches, have students stretch 
their arms out to their sides. 
Continue to invite students 
to suggest motions for the 
Memory Verse and to recite the 
verse as many times as needed 
until all have memorized it. 

MEMORY WORK

1A Prepare some grapes for a 
snack. As students eat, remind 
them that the grapes would not 
be sweet without the sugar the 
leaves help to produce. They 
would not be juicy without the 
water from the soil that was 
carried upward through the vine 
to the branches. The branches 
needed to stay connected to the 
vine to produce the grapes.

 EXTENSION

Bring a cluster of grapes to 
class. Prepare DM-7 Vine 
and Branches for display. 
(Introduction)

Select the song “Right to My 
Heart” from the Grade 1 URL. 
(Introduction)

 PREPARATION

The Memory Verse sidebar 
contains the verse students are 
to memorize during the week of 
the lesson. Teachers can choose 
which Bible version to use based 
on the reference given.

        MEMORY VERSE

Memory Work offers suggestions 
to help teach the memory verse 
in fun and meaningful ways that 
encourage active participation 
from students.

     MEMORY WORK

The Preparation sidebar gives 
an advance notice to acquire and 
assemble any materials needed 
to teach the lesson. Materials not 
assumed to be in the classroom 
are listed in blue boldface type. 
Visual aids and supplemental 
materials provided on the  
Grade 1 URL. The star icon is a 
quick visual reminder to alert 
teachers to sections needing 
prepared materials.

     PREPARATION

The Extension sidebar appears 
in most lessons to offer optional 
enrichment activities. Extension 
materials are listed in blue 
boldface type. These materials 
are also listed on the Lesson 
Preparation page. The arrow icon 
is a reminder that an Extension 
activity is available and can be 
done at any time.

     EXTENSION

Introduction contains a variety 
of ideas ranging from music 
selections, group discussion 
topics and questions, to prayer 
topic suggestions and object 
lessons that will prepare students 
and invite them to fully engage in 
learning the concepts presented 
in the lesson.

     Introduction
Directed Instruction gives 
step-by-step instructions for 
the lesson. The Bible truth is 
presented in this section. Also, 
fictional stories set in various 
locations around the world 
introduce students to other 
perspectives and applications of 
Bible concepts.

     Directed Instruction
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things to help others and to share the good news about God’s plan of 
salvation. When showing God’s love to others and telling others about 
Jesus results in a life being changed for God, it is called bearing fruit. 

Review
• What were Jesus’ followers called? (disciples)
• Who is the vine in Jesus’ lesson? ( Jesus)
• Who are the branches in Jesus’ lesson? (the disciples, Christians today)
•  What does it mean to bear fruit? (It means that I have shared about 

Jesus, and it has changed someone’s life for God.)
•  What does a branch need in order to bear fruit? (It needs to be 

connected to the vine.)

Student Page 20.1
Assist students as needed to complete the page. 

Notes:

DAY
1

Use the code to fi nd Jesus’ words.

20.1

77Bible Grade 1©

Name

Following Jesus

Jesus said, “                  

   ,                  

              .”

a b c e h I i m

n o r s t u v y

John 15:5a

•  What are some games that you 
cannot play alone? (Answers 
will vary.) Name some sports 
that are played with teams. 
(Answers will vary.) Is it 
important for Christians to work 
as a team with other Christians? 
(Yes.) Why? (Answers will vary 
but should include that it is 
important to work together to 
share God’s Word and to help 
others.)

•  It is important to have a close 
relationship to Jesus and a close 
relationship to other Christians. 
Share some things that go 
wrong when people do not get 
along. (Answers will vary.)

•  What is something that you can 
do to keep a close relationship 
with Jesus? (I can read the 
Bible, pray, and worship 
regularly.)

•  What does bearing fruit mean 
and how can you bear fruit? 
(Bearing fruit occurs when 
someone’s life is changed for 
God. I may bear fruit when I 
show God’s love to others and 
tell others about Jesus. When 
I listen to God’s Word, copy 
His actions, and follow His 
directions, I am then able to 
do many things to help others 
and to share the good news 
about God’s plan of salvation.)

APPLICATION

Old Testament writers often used 
the vine to symbolize the nation 
of Israel. The symbolism indicated 
that people were connected 
to God through their covenant 
relationship with Him. Israel, 
however, did not bear the fruit of 
righteousness that should have 
come through its relationship 
with God (Isaiah 5:1–7). Jesus 
Christ is the true vine; He replaces 
the Law and restores believers 
into a right relationship with God 
(Romans 10:4).

REINFORCEMENT

I

v

t h e b r a n c h e s

i n e y o u a r e

a m t h e

Review questions focus on 
comprehension of key concepts 
from the Bible truths and/or daily 
lessons. Answers and suggestions 
help teachers guide class 
discussions.

     Review

Application questions provide 
an opportunity to evaluate both 
students’ understanding of the 
concepts presented and their 
ability to apply those concepts in 
daily life.

     APPLICATION

The Reinforcement sidebar 
provides additional Bible 
background for the lesson or 
supplemental information 
related to each lesson’s theme. 
The information is designed for 
teachers, but can be shared with 
students.

     REINFORCEMENT
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9

Supplemental materials are available to download at  https://www.acsi.org/textbooks/tga/1.

The Memory Verse sidebar contains the 
verse each week.

The Memory Work	sidebar	offers	
suggestions to help teach the memory 
verse.

The Preparation sidebar gives required 
materials needed to teach the lesson. 

The Extension	sidebar	offers	optional
enrichment activities.

The Introduction contains a variety of 
ideas to prepare the students to fully 
engage in learning the concepts.

The Directed Instruction gives step-
by-step instructions for the lesson.

Teacher Edition Features:

The Review contains review 
questions that focus on key 
concepts.

The Application sidebar provides 
an opportunity to evaluate students’
understanding of the concepts.

The Reinforcement sidebar provides
additional Bible background.

Distinguish TRUTH from Just Another Story

.

BIBLE TIMELINE

BLACKLINE MASTER

Digital format 
allows for display 

on interactive 
whiteboards, 
websites, and 

devices.

VISUAL AIDS
Psalm 78:4
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Introduction 
Hold up the cluster of grapes so that all students can see it. Display 
DM-7 Vine and Branches. Explain that the cluster of grapes came from a 
vine similar to what is on DM-7. Ask students if the cluster of grapes that 
you brought will grow and continue to live. (No.) Affi  rm that they have 
answered correctly. Grapes will not grow or live without the rooted section, 
the vine, to which they are attached. As you point out the various parts of 
the grapevine on DM-7, explain that the vine, branches, leaves, and grapes 
are all parts of the same living plant. God has designed each part of the 
grapevine to do a special job for the plant. Each leaf takes in sunlight and 
makes sugar for the plant. Each branch carries the sugar and water to the 
grapes and the leaves. Th e vine keeps the plant in place, holds the branches 
up, and carries water, sugar, and other nutrients to various parts of the 
plant. Th e vine produces the grapes that appear on the branches.

Teach students the song “Right to My Heart” from the Grade 1 URL.

Directed Instruction  
Explain that when Jesus wanted to teach a lesson, He often talked about 
common things with which His listeners would be familiar, such as 
grapevines. Jesus used the ordinary things to help the people understand 
more about God. In today’s Bible truth, Jesus compares Himself to a 
grapevine. Read the following Bible truth: 

During His time on Earth, Jesus chose 12 men to be His disciples. Th e 
word disciple means a follower. Th e disciples followed Jesus to the places 
where He was teaching the people. Th e disciples listened to Jesus as He 
taught God’s truth, and they followed Jesus’ example by helping others.

Jesus had a close relationship with His disciples. He told them, “I am 
like a vine and you, My friends, are like branches. A branch can only 
grow when it is joined to the vine. You will grow in faith and be able 
to do wonderful things to help many people when you listen to My 
words, copy My actions, and follow My directions for your life.”

Direct students’ attention back to the picture of the grapevine on DM-7. 
Circle the vine and remind students that Jesus compared Himself to the 
vine. Ask students to recount who were represented by the branches in 
Jesus’ lesson. (the disciples) 

Th e disciples were like branches because they stayed close to Jesus. When 
Jesus taught the disciples, they took what they learned and put it into 
practice, just like the branches of a grapevine take water and sugar from the 
vine, and grapes are formed.

Jesus told the disciples that they needed to do three things to grow in their 
faith. Ask students to share what those three things were. (listen to what 
He taught them, copy His actions, and follow His directions) Christians 
are to do these same things today. When Christians listen to God’s Word, 
copy His actions, and follow His directions, they are able to do many 
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verse. For example, for I am the 
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their arms out to their sides. 
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Memory Verse and to recite the 
verse as many times as needed 
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them that the grapes would not 
be sweet without the sugar the 
leaves help to produce. They 
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water from the soil that was 
carried upward through the vine 
to the branches. The branches 
needed to stay connected to the 
vine to produce the grapes.
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Bring a cluster of grapes to 
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and Branches for display. 
(Introduction)
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(Introduction)
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The Memory Verse sidebar 
contains the verse students are 
to memorize during the week of 
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which Bible version to use based 
on the reference given.

        MEMORY VERSE

Memory Work offers suggestions 
to help teach the memory verse 
in fun and meaningful ways that 
encourage active participation 
from students.

     MEMORY WORK

The Preparation sidebar gives 
an advance notice to acquire and 
assemble any materials needed 
to teach the lesson. Materials not 
assumed to be in the classroom 
are listed in blue boldface type. 
Visual aids and supplemental 
materials provided on the  
Grade 1 URL. The star icon is a 
quick visual reminder to alert 
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prepared materials.
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in most lessons to offer optional 
enrichment activities. Extension 
materials are listed in blue 
boldface type. These materials 
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is a reminder that an Extension 
activity is available and can be 
done at any time.
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Introduction contains a variety 
of ideas ranging from music 
selections, group discussion 
topics and questions, to prayer 
topic suggestions and object 
lessons that will prepare students 
and invite them to fully engage in 
learning the concepts presented 
in the lesson.

     Introduction
Directed Instruction gives 
step-by-step instructions for 
the lesson. The Bible truth is 
presented in this section. Also, 
fictional stories set in various 
locations around the world 
introduce students to other 
perspectives and applications of 
Bible concepts.
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things to help others and to share the good news about God’s plan of 
salvation. When showing God’s love to others and telling others about 
Jesus results in a life being changed for God, it is called bearing fruit. 

Review
• What were Jesus’ followers called? (disciples)
• Who is the vine in Jesus’ lesson? ( Jesus)
• Who are the branches in Jesus’ lesson? (the disciples, Christians today)
•  What does it mean to bear fruit? (It means that I have shared about 

Jesus, and it has changed someone’s life for God.)
•  What does a branch need in order to bear fruit? (It needs to be 

connected to the vine.)

Student Page 20.1
Assist students as needed to complete the page. 
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Following Jesus
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John 15:5a

•  What are some games that you 
cannot play alone? (Answers 
will vary.) Name some sports 
that are played with teams. 
(Answers will vary.) Is it 
important for Christians to work 
as a team with other Christians? 
(Yes.) Why? (Answers will vary 
but should include that it is 
important to work together to 
share God’s Word and to help 
others.)

•  It is important to have a close 
relationship to Jesus and a close 
relationship to other Christians. 
Share some things that go 
wrong when people do not get 
along. (Answers will vary.)

•  What is something that you can 
do to keep a close relationship 
with Jesus? (I can read the 
Bible, pray, and worship 
regularly.)

•  What does bearing fruit mean 
and how can you bear fruit? 
(Bearing fruit occurs when 
someone’s life is changed for 
God. I may bear fruit when I 
show God’s love to others and 
tell others about Jesus. When 
I listen to God’s Word, copy 
His actions, and follow His 
directions, I am then able to 
do many things to help others 
and to share the good news 
about God’s plan of salvation.)
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Old Testament writers often used 
the vine to symbolize the nation 
of Israel. The symbolism indicated 
that people were connected 
to God through their covenant 
relationship with Him. Israel, 
however, did not bear the fruit of 
righteousness that should have 
come through its relationship 
with God (Isaiah 5:1–7). Jesus 
Christ is the true vine; He replaces 
the Law and restores believers 
into a right relationship with God 
(Romans 10:4).
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provides additional Bible 
background for the lesson or 
supplemental information 
related to each lesson’s theme. 
The information is designed for 
teachers, but can be shared with 
students.
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suggestions to help teach the memory 
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The Preparation sidebar gives required 
materials needed to teach the lesson. 
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The Directed Instruction gives step-
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Hold up the cluster of grapes so that all students can see it. Display 
DM-7 Vine and Branches. Explain that the cluster of grapes came from a 
vine similar to what is on DM-7. Ask students if the cluster of grapes that 
you brought will grow and continue to live. (No.) Affi  rm that they have 
answered correctly. Grapes will not grow or live without the rooted section, 
the vine, to which they are attached. As you point out the various parts of 
the grapevine on DM-7, explain that the vine, branches, leaves, and grapes 
are all parts of the same living plant. God has designed each part of the 
grapevine to do a special job for the plant. Each leaf takes in sunlight and 
makes sugar for the plant. Each branch carries the sugar and water to the 
grapes and the leaves. Th e vine keeps the plant in place, holds the branches 
up, and carries water, sugar, and other nutrients to various parts of the 
plant. Th e vine produces the grapes that appear on the branches.

Teach students the song “Right to My Heart” from the Grade 1 URL.
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common things with which His listeners would be familiar, such as 
grapevines. Jesus used the ordinary things to help the people understand 
more about God. In today’s Bible truth, Jesus compares Himself to a 
grapevine. Read the following Bible truth: 
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grow when it is joined to the vine. You will grow in faith and be able 
to do wonderful things to help many people when you listen to My 
words, copy My actions, and follow My directions for your life.”
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vine. Ask students to recount who were represented by the branches in 
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Th e disciples were like branches because they stayed close to Jesus. When 
Jesus taught the disciples, they took what they learned and put it into 
practice, just like the branches of a grapevine take water and sugar from the 
vine, and grapes are formed.

Jesus told the disciples that they needed to do three things to grow in their 
faith. Ask students to share what those three things were. (listen to what 
He taught them, copy His actions, and follow His directions) Christians 
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copy His actions, and follow His directions, they are able to do many 
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them that the grapes would not 
be sweet without the sugar the 
leaves help to produce. They 
would not be juicy without the 
water from the soil that was 
carried upward through the vine 
to the branches. The branches 
needed to stay connected to the 
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enrichment activities. Extension 
materials are listed in blue 
boldface type. These materials 
are also listed on the Lesson 
Preparation page. The arrow icon 
is a reminder that an Extension 
activity is available and can be 
done at any time.

     EXTENSION

Introduction contains a variety 
of ideas ranging from music 
selections, group discussion 
topics and questions, to prayer 
topic suggestions and object 
lessons that will prepare students 
and invite them to fully engage in 
learning the concepts presented 
in the lesson.

     Introduction
Directed Instruction gives 
step-by-step instructions for 
the lesson. The Bible truth is 
presented in this section. Also, 
fictional stories set in various 
locations around the world 
introduce students to other 
perspectives and applications of 
Bible concepts.

     Directed Instruction
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things to help others and to share the good news about God’s plan of 
salvation. When showing God’s love to others and telling others about 
Jesus results in a life being changed for God, it is called bearing fruit. 

Review
• What were Jesus’ followers called? (disciples)
• Who is the vine in Jesus’ lesson? ( Jesus)
• Who are the branches in Jesus’ lesson? (the disciples, Christians today)
•  What does it mean to bear fruit? (It means that I have shared about 

Jesus, and it has changed someone’s life for God.)
•  What does a branch need in order to bear fruit? (It needs to be 

connected to the vine.)

Student Page 20.1
Assist students as needed to complete the page. 

Notes:

DAY
1

Use the code to fi nd Jesus’ words.

20.1
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Name

Following Jesus

Jesus said, “                  

   ,                  

              .”

a b c e h I i m

n o r s t u v y

John 15:5a

•  What are some games that you 
cannot play alone? (Answers 
will vary.) Name some sports 
that are played with teams. 
(Answers will vary.) Is it 
important for Christians to work 
as a team with other Christians? 
(Yes.) Why? (Answers will vary 
but should include that it is 
important to work together to 
share God’s Word and to help 
others.)

•  It is important to have a close 
relationship to Jesus and a close 
relationship to other Christians. 
Share some things that go 
wrong when people do not get 
along. (Answers will vary.)

•  What is something that you can 
do to keep a close relationship 
with Jesus? (I can read the 
Bible, pray, and worship 
regularly.)

•  What does bearing fruit mean 
and how can you bear fruit? 
(Bearing fruit occurs when 
someone’s life is changed for 
God. I may bear fruit when I 
show God’s love to others and 
tell others about Jesus. When 
I listen to God’s Word, copy 
His actions, and follow His 
directions, I am then able to 
do many things to help others 
and to share the good news 
about God’s plan of salvation.)

APPLICATION

Old Testament writers often used 
the vine to symbolize the nation 
of Israel. The symbolism indicated 
that people were connected 
to God through their covenant 
relationship with Him. Israel, 
however, did not bear the fruit of 
righteousness that should have 
come through its relationship 
with God (Isaiah 5:1–7). Jesus 
Christ is the true vine; He replaces 
the Law and restores believers 
into a right relationship with God 
(Romans 10:4).

REINFORCEMENT

I

v

t h e b r a n c h e s

i n e y o u a r e

a m t h e

Review questions focus on 
comprehension of key concepts 
from the Bible truths and/or daily 
lessons. Answers and suggestions 
help teachers guide class 
discussions.

     Review

Application questions provide 
an opportunity to evaluate both 
students’ understanding of the 
concepts presented and their 
ability to apply those concepts in 
daily life.

     APPLICATION

The Reinforcement sidebar 
provides additional Bible 
background for the lesson or 
supplemental information 
related to each lesson’s theme. 
The information is designed for 
teachers, but can be shared with 
students.

     REINFORCEMENT
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Supplemental materials are available to download at  https://www.acsi.org/textbooks/tga/1.

The Memory Verse sidebar contains the 
verse each week.

The Memory Work	sidebar	offers	
suggestions to help teach the memory 
verse.

The Preparation sidebar gives required 
materials needed to teach the lesson. 

The Extension	sidebar	offers	optional
enrichment activities.

The Introduction contains a variety of 
ideas to prepare the students to fully 
engage in learning the concepts.

The Directed Instruction gives step-
by-step instructions for the lesson.

Teacher Edition Features:

The Review contains review 
questions that focus on key 
concepts.

The Application sidebar provides 
an opportunity to evaluate students’
understanding of the concepts.

The Reinforcement sidebar provides
additional Bible background.

Distinguish TRUTH from Just Another Story

.

BIBLE TIMELINE

BLACKLINE MASTER

Digital format 
allows for display 

on interactive 
whiteboards, 
websites, and 

devices.

VISUAL AIDS
Psalm 78:4
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